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Deep Waterways and Boodle,
The Congress Committee on

" ways has sent home from Furope a

quiet but a staggering intimation - an
. intimation, in fact, to the effect that
. Congress will not approve the pro-
thirteen foot channel “from the
to the passes,” but will stand
fast on nine feet as the maximum. This
decision, if it may be so regarded, will
not be seriously considered by the deep
waterways shouters. They do not care
about channels or other insignificant
things. It makes no difference to them
: whether the Mississippi's tributaries
 and confluents will float a battleship
. or a puddle duck so long as they get
the control of the appropriation.
~ Everybody knows what the real mat-
. ter is with the river trade. It is not a
" lJack of water in the channelsof the
. warious streams, for there is as much
 water there now as there ever was,
even in the proudest days of the steam-
boat business. There is as good a
 channel at Vicksburg, Memphis, Pine
~ Bluft, Hickman or Cairo as there used
" to be when the J. M. White, the Robert
E. Lee, the Natchez, the Magenta and
scores of other boats carried their
" myriad passengers in luxury and com-
 parative safety and made travel by
wrater a thing to be desired by all who
. were content to travel at ease and were
. equipped with something more delib-

 grate than a sample case and a change '

of cufls and collars. The river craft
have lost their trade to the railroads
. because they have not kept step with

the march of economy and expedition
in respect of loading and unloading,
The railroads manage these things with
mechanical appliances and small reti-

nuees. The river boats still poke their
: into caving banks, sometimes to
or a letter or a bird cage, bat al-
an overflowing horde of roust -

- of tha time. The boats have stood still
in R lar, while the railroads
upon the wing of modern

w8, The sitnation is perfectly
, and the solution of the

Min among the preambles of
.

s cw, however, this hint from the

rfanketers will fall ‘on dead-

3 | sensibilities at home. The deep

. convention soon to assem-

ble at New Orleans and to be addressed

by TAPr in his happiest vein ia

& stiokler for thirteen or any other

number of feet. The members of that

) ng and convivial body want an

don, not a sordid and com-

lace water gauge at Cape Girar-

Jor somewhere else. They will

pt fiine feet or three feet. It is all

' thdsame to them. What they ask is the

boodla-they will do the rest.

. ‘l“_;?@l&ﬁndrr- at West Duxbury,

_@athering during the last week
post village of West Duxbury,
8., of the “Triune Tmmersionists,”
y of a sect also known as the
3 Reign of the Apostolic Church
. call themselves, to await with prayer
apd singing of hymns the end of the
world, has atiracted the curious and
furnished the Boston newspapers with
a topic for humorous treatment, but
there was one observer, the Rev. DiLLON
BBoxNsoN, a Methodist minister of
D:Uol’llne, who came to make a serious
sfudy of the fanatics and their pecu-
exercises,

{Mr, BRONSON was admitted to the
building where the faithful were as-
Ebled. and he spent an hour with

B

m while they professed their faith
sang and listened to revelations

the inspired among them, most of
om were women in the cataleptic
and children laboring under emo-
excitement, He said afterward

that there was no doubt many of
people really believed the Day of
Judgment was at hand, but it seemed
him that they were victims of hyp-

_ ;ﬂ.m, He could not understand the
“strange tongues” in which they spoke,
:lt one of the sisters or brothers was
jways prepared to translate the revela-
n. There appearad to be some Scan-
vians among the disciples—in fact,
were other foreigners—and when

. of frenzy several messages in
nt languages or dialects were
st the same time. The Immer-
, however, were not all illiterate

cans in the gathering than for-
One man, who came from
with hiy wife, had given up a

, Virginian, a man of considerable

, had also disposed of his prop-
‘béing firmt in the belief that the

of the world was imminent,
X H,Wmmlmnm
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England States, Massachusetts and
Maine being well represented.

When the hour of 10 o’clock on Friday
morning came and the cataclysm pre-
dicted had not ocourred the faithful
ocontinued to sing and pray under the
inspiration of their leaders, who had
been much encouraged by a portent
of black clouds in the east the eve-
ning before. The end of the world was
then set for 6 o’clock. The Rev. J. C,
| 08GooD, pastor of the Immersionists,
consentea to make a guarded statement
to a sceptical reporter:

“We are in the closing days. Probably not
more than one-tenth of our people are looking for
the coming of the Lord to day, but all the signs
show thai his coming will be soon. This isthe

‘who sing and gamble mbst of |
but work'hard at odd intervals, |
b t have to be paid for all |

gongregation was wrought up to a |

poor people, and there were more!

Most |
Nw]

10th day of Tisrl, a day on which momentous

| bt we shall keep on pralsing Him. for we know
He will come.”

| At the time the reverend gentleman,
| encased in a pair of overalls, was busy
cleaning out a feed bucket at his house,

| that he wanted to “slick up” for the
| afternoon service at the church. Al-
| though all the brothers and sisters had
been warned not to talk to reporters,
they manifested the greatest curiosity
to see newspaper accounts of their ex-
(ercises. They did not neglect their
! meals; nor did the women fail to prink
their hair and give the right touch to
their finery when the ungodly regarded
them with no spiritual interest. But to
unbelievers the most significant thing
of all was the frequency of collections
at the services. Perhaps a Boston
newspaper was justified in publishing
the following bulletin from the camp:

918 A. M. ~Chorus, “This 1s the Day.” .

9:22 A. M. A few farewell kisses by (he breth.
ren.

A8 A. M. Not a glimmer of the millennlum
anywhere.

948 A. M.—A few refreshments.

24 A. M.- Dead slience, hopeful walting by
the aposties. .

957 A. M. Stll nothing more unusual than the
usual clam digging on the beaoh.

10:00 A. M. World still whirling on.

1001 A. M. Posiponement of the great event
for twenty four hours d by Broth
Swan.

10:03 A. M. Still one more littie collection.

It was quite natural that the neigh-
bors began to complain of the “Triune
Immersionists” as a nuisance. They
certainly made the night intolerable
with their rapturous singing, and the
villagers believed that the clamor was
a reproach to West Duxbury, which
derives some importance from the
French cable that comes ashore only a
few miles away. Hundreds came to
scoff, but none remained to pray. At
last accounts the end of the world had
been postponed for fifty years, although
it might happen at any hour. Unless
this warning were sounded we don't
see how the Latter Reign of the Apos-
tolic Churéh could long survive. The
melancholy thing about the delusion
was that the devout gave freely of their
substance, were indeed always ready
for a collection, so that they steadily
impoverished themselves. There was
evidently a beneficiary, perhaps re
than one, but in rmatters of the :Xrn
the law does not seem to be active or
even concerned; although when there
is no creed involved and the designing
thrive it is often invoked.

The Contract With the College.

The decision of the Appeliate Division
of the Supreme Court for the Second
Department in a case of interest to all
educational corporations and parents
or guardians of children therein has
recently been published in the advance
sheets of the Law Reports. The re-
spondents, OrT0 KEMPNER and OTTO
H. DROEGE, on April 20, 1903, made and
delivered a bond in which the condition
was that “if the above bounden obligors,
their heirs, executors and administra-
tors or either of them shall well and
truly pay, or cause to be paid, promptly
unto the said president and fellows of
Harvard College * * * the whole of
such sume as may become due to the
said president and fellows from HENRY
KEMPNER, * * * including all such
sums as shall become due to said pres-
ident and fellows for board or gas, or
for money advanced therefor * * »*
together with such sums as may be
charged to him * * * for the rent
of any room which may be assigned to
him, in accordance with his application,
before he becomes a student in the
university, then this obligation shail
be void.” °

The student entered the university
1 in the fall of 1903 and remained there
until June, 1908. On February 28, 1900,
in accordance with the usage of the
university, he made a written contract
for room 49 in Matthews Hall for the

$245. He did not return to the uni-
versity for that year, and the academic
authorities after tryving unsuccessfully
to rent the room for his account charged
the rental to him, and on payment
being refused brought action on the
bond for the sum of $245 in the Municipal
C'ourt in Brooklyn.

The plaintiffs proved the facts set
forth, and the defendants moved to
dismiss the complaint on the grounds:
That the plaintiff had failed to make out
a cause of action; had failed to establish
any contract with the defendants; that
the plaintiff was a foreign corporation
and that it had not been shown that it
was registered in the State, as required
by the general corporation law: that
the plaintiffs’ bill of particulars stated
that the defendants’ agreement with
the plaintifs was to reimburse the
plaintiffs and pay the sums that may be
due from HENRY KEMPNER for board
or gas or money advanced. and that the
‘evidenm introduced did not show that
he Had used any board or gas during
x the time he was a student, and that the
contract introduced in evidence was
made by HENRY KEMPNER while an
infant without the knowledge of the
’suretien. In the Municipal Court the
complaint was dismissed. In reversing

{sion, Justice WOODWARD writing the
\decinion. in which Justices JENKS,
GAYNOR, BURR and RICH concurred,
| said:
“We are not Informed upon what grouhd the

vear 1908-07, agreeing to pav therefor |

| P
I : the M1 1 Court the iVie
tion e Parnitare, | e Municipal Cou he Appellate Divi |

wcmwlumlm.nlnmlfﬂltlﬂltlm. As the victim of a

of the opinion that it was errer to dismiss the
complaint. The bond in evidence dearly shows
& coniract between the plalntiff and defendants;
I8 was entered into for the purpose of securing
10 the plalnufl the payment of the expenses of

Huvny Kevpnur duriug his college course, and

the whole defence Is 4 quibble. The young man.

evidenuly following the usages of the uajversity

and intending to continue his studies, entered

inte & contract for his room for the academic

year of 0807, just as the bond fairly contem-

plated should be done, and the mere fact that

for some reason he was prevented frem returning |
does not relleve his sureties from the obligation

of paying for the rent of the room, the plainuft

y having made reasonable efforts to reduce the

I damages.

| %A tair sample of the reasoning indulged in to

| support the judgment is found In the cootention

! that under the terms of the bond the defendants

| are not liable because the room was not assigned

| membered, was that It was (o secure the payment,
| among other things, ‘for the reat of any room
which may be assigned to him, In accordance
with his appllcation, before he becomes a student
! of the university." and the respondents point out

’bcfm KrMPNER became a student of the uni-
versity.” But the contract Is not for the room
assigned to him before he enters the university,
but for ‘any room which may be assigned to him, !
i In accordance with his application’ to become &
| student of the university. That Is the only In-
| teliigent construction of the language used, and
! It I8 falrly what the contract meant to intelligent

men when It was made, and It should not be
defeated by any forced construction.

“It Is not necessary to discuss the suggestion
that plaintft, in accepting a surety bond, is within
the provisions of the general corporation law
of this State, or that the defendants have any
standing to raise the question of HENuy Kemp-
NER'S Infancy. ‘The very oblect of the bond was
to secure the plaintiff against the contracts of
Infants: was to provide agalost losses due to
ir | tudents. The defendants under-
took 10 say that they would see that his contracts
were carried out within the Nmits of his obliga-
tions as a student of the university, and If Hevny
KEMPNER made a contract within the scope of
the authority conferred under the bond they are
bound to meet the obligation.”

The case was sent back to the Mu-
nicipal Court for trial.

After the Hurricane,

The story of the storm in the far
Southwest is tragic enough, but upon
examination not as tragic as it seemed
at first. The special fury of the hurri-
cane appears to have descended upon
the coast west of New Orleans and
upon that part of the eastern shore be-
tween the Rigoleto, twenty miles east
of the city, and Bay St. Louis, fifty
miles nearer Mobile. The latter region
is a flat country almost entirely sea
marsh and preseating no sacrifices to
the storm except the railroad tracks and
trestles and the various flimsy homes of
hunting and fishing clubs which popu-
late the intervening thirty miles. Here
the devastation was very great, but not
noticeably personal. Some weeks will
be consumed in reinstating the rail-
roads— not only the Louisville and Nash-
ville, which runs through the region
already mentioned, but also the Illinois
Central, which runs straight gorth from
New Orleans, and which in the Bonnet
Carré and Manchac districts has sus-
tained severe losses. These melo-
dramas, however, touch only heartiess
corporations and may be dismissed with
philosophic unconcern.

Of course the disturbance was not
confined within these narrow limits.
It extended far west. of New Orieans,
especially including Terrebonne parish,
seventy miles or so toward the setting
sun, and many other neighborheods
where rice and sugar cane prevail. So
far as we can hear, however, there has
been no considerable loss of life, even
among the fishermen of the Terrebonne
Gulf coast, although as the Picayune
cays the worst was there experienced:

“In the surrounding country the storm was
severely felt, the damage belng greatest west or
the Minsisalppl River, the centre f the sterm
having passed some little distgnce 1o the west of
this clty. On the lower coast there has been con-
siderablc damage to crops, sugar houses, fishing
camps and bulidings, and very high water has
been experienced, but so far there have been no
authentic accounts of loss of life. When the more
exposed localities have been heard from this en-
couragiog aspect of affairs may be modified, but
there is general hope that no serious disaster has
followed in the wake of the storm, as has so often
been the rule in the past.”

Altogether, it would appear that with
the exception of great damage to the
railroads and to fishing and hunting
| camps, which for some occult reason
| the proprietors persist in building on
the most temporary and spiderlike
i plans, the so-called tempest has done
! not 80 much harm in fact as the storm
of 1908 and other years, and the con-
sequences may as well be taken in
“the day's work.” Why the railroad
companies persistently refuse to for-
tify themselves against an emergency
|they know to be practically recurrent

»

we do not pretend to say. The facts !
are before us now, and we might udd;
have been“presented on many previouni
occasions, |
As for losses in connection with the
! sugar crops, we may safely dismiss them ‘
| with indifference. At this season of the !
{ vear the sugar cane ought to be from
| 8ix to eight feet high. Planted in rows
seven feet apart it formsa an almost
limpenetrable mass. These equinoctial
| atorms flatten it out, of course; they have
| been doing so, with occasional omis- |
sions, for a hundred vears. It does not
materially hurt the cane, and the result
‘ of the harvest is not importantly affected.
!'We may safely dismiss that to the
' limbo of assorted roorbacks,
| For the rest, Louisiana has had a very
| Strenuous season, but she has had such
| seasons before and is none the wom'
| for the experience,

PN

A Brand From the Burning,

The fashion in which our politicians
{are becoming good, laying aside the
| service of sin and taking up the arduous
| if profitable labors of virtue, is cer-
! tainly the most impressive fact in our
! public life of to-day. It is the S8chenec-
'tady Evening Star which contributes
[ the interesting news of another conver-
j sion of a former brutal boss to the high
moral platform. Its reference, of course,
| is to the Hon. W, W. WEMPLE, once a
l Btate Senator and leader in political
| power in the vicinity of his home.

The story of WEMPLE has served as a
| lesson in every political Sunday school

v
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misinterpreted moral issue he has served
to warn the wicked and the good.
For WEMPLE, as is well known, is one
of those unhappy beings who voted
against that bill which “brought race-
track gambling to an end”. in this most
virtuous community. Notwithstanding
the fact that clergymen visited him
personally and thundered exhortations
from the pulpit, WEMPLE remained
unregenerate. As a result when the
votes were counted on last election
day, sin was rebuked, the moral law
vindicated, and WEMPLF remained away
from Albany.

A bitter lesson this, that the Hon. W,
W. WEMPLE was forced to learn in the
hardest of our schools. As a wise man,
however, he learned it. How well is

‘shown by the following comment of

the Star:

“ Last Sunday afternoon & large congregation
gathered at the Union Presbyterian Church, of
which the Rev. Dr. MILis Is pastor, and where
the Rev. Dr. ApaMS preached a powerful sermon
against the Sunday saloon. If there is one place
In the community where racetrack gambling has
been favored it Is In the Sunday saloon. After
the discourse a petition calculated to bring about
the closing of the Sunday saloon was circulated
and the signatures ofevoters asked for. The ex-
Senator was there. He was there with both feet,
80 10 speak. He walked right up front and put
his name on that petition, and naturally those
who were after the signatures were pleased.

* And now Mr, WEMPLR Is listed In the *puri-
tanical’ element.”

But why does the Star say “listed"?
Does it mean to cast any shadow upon
the sincerity of the Hon. W. W, WeEMm-
PLE? We hope not. In a time when
self-confessed goodness publicly pro-
claimed is the beginning of all political
popularity, does it imagine that the
most sinners will not take
their profit? We do not mean to imply
that the Hon. W. W. WEMPLE is a hard-
ened sinner, not in the least. On the
contrary, we recognize him as a fully
converted politician. If any one here-
after outruns him in the pursuit of moral
issues, with voting attachments, we shall
be more surprised than grieved.

Until the French dirigible military ba)-
loon République exploded near Moulins
and four army officers were killed by fall-
ing from a height of several hundred feet
this type of airship was supposed to be
about as safe as the spherical balloon.
In France many hundreds of ascents have
been made in cars attached to inflated
bags without accident. The introduction
of motors obviously increased
the danger of ballooning, for a careless
use of the fluid might destroy the car or
ignite the envelope above it, but in the
operation of dirigibles the violence of the
wind seemed to be more feared than the
inflammable and explosive gasolene car-
ried. The destruction of the République,
involving the loss of four valuatle oMoers,
will no more deter the War Department
from continuing its experiments with
dirigible airships than the sinking of a

submarine with all on board stops the
training of men to fight ol he Sap. | e O7SS of the wossd.

'MBER,
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BLACK CONSCRIPTS IN EUROPE.

Not long ago Tas Sun described an in-
teresting military scheme put forward
by Colonel Mangin of the French army
for u
his country as an offset against the supe-
rior birth rate and therefore more abun-
dant consoription of Gerinany by extend-
ing to the Arabe of Algeria and the negroes
of French Weat Africa a proportionate
compulsory representation and éarol-
ment under the tricolor and |[importing
them to France in case of war. This
plan when first suggested received the
influential indorsement of the Parid
Tempe, which at the present moinent at
least is mnore than any other journal the
accredited spokesman of the Quai d'Orsay,
and since then M. Cochery, Minister of
Finance, who recently made a tour of in-
quiry in Africa, has added the seal of his
official approval to it and expressed the
conviotion that budgetary provision for
realizing the scheme should be made
without delay.

of an innovation so momentous to Ger-
many would pass uncriticised by the r'ress
of the fatherland, and lately a good deal
has been said about it on the castern side
of the Rhine. The Germans' opportunity
of adding to their armed power from sim-
llar sources is much smaller and in the
practical point of distance and transpor-
tation much inferior to that enjoyed by
France. Accordingly the German criti-
cism of Colonel Mangin's idea has been
universally hostile and indeed sufficiently
bitter to impress upon the French the
signal merits of it for themselves. The
attacks of the German newspapers have
followed two lines; the first, displaying
some nalveté, has asserted that the blacks
would he worthless against FEuropean
troops and as yet have not proved them-
selves valuable in any circumstances.
The Streesburger Post, for instance, re-
marks that the modern colonial conquests
of France have been due not to black sol-
diers but to the “foreign legion” of white
men. While this is partly true of Mada-
gascar and Indo-China it does not apply
to the Congo or West Africa, where since
1992 black troops unsupported by white
foroes have carried out all the operations.
In any case the question raised is one on
which the French must be left.to judge for
themselves, and the solicitude of the
Strassburg newspaper for the efficiency of
France's arms is not likely to weigh
heavily at Paris.

The ogher line of attack, exemplified by
the Kreuszeitung of Berlin with much vio-
lence, is more obhvious and valid, so far
as the plea it advances has any validity
| left in it to-day. The Kreuszeitung ac-
cuses France of lése humanilé for even
thinking of introducing African cannibals
to a European battlefield. There has in
fact been a sort of historical etiquette in
Furope in the past against the employ-
ment of colored soldiers within the limits
of Western civilization, but no ground
valid in international law can be cited in
support of this exclusion, and to all prac-
tical purposes it was exploded by our war
of secession. Black troops there fought
against white on an equal footing with-
out displaying any abvormal savagery
and without lowering the United States
In faot if the
French scheme is realized, as it is quite

The dirigible balloon has proved its value | likely to be, for the leaders of Frenon
for warfare. Recently the République ', ,,ght are now hotfor it, we shall have

was used in the French mansuvres and
was the means of discovering to the army
of defence the plans of the enemy. More
men are usually killed in the opening
skirmish of a campaign than would prob-
ably be lost in fifty yegss of experimenting
with airships by a war department.

THE FIRST STEAMBOAT FARE.

Stery Credited te the Ploncer Pay Vas
senger.

To THE EprroR OF THE SUN—Sir’
the subjoined tale will be of Interest in the Hud-
son Fulton celebration week. The author Is not
named in the source from which I take It.

(M) Canmnin E. Dory.

BrrLIiNGAME, Kan , September 22,

FIRAT STRAMBOAT PASSAGR MONKY,
One of the most interesting incidents of
& business nature is that which concerns
the first steamboat fare paid to Fulton,
The parrator of this, who waa one of the
actors in the scene, says: “I chanced to be
at Albany on business when Fulton arrived,
and hearing that the new craft was about
to return to New York | went on board and
saw the inventor. I found him to be a plain,
gentlemanly man, and asked if I could have
passage down with him. He replied, ‘Yon
can take your chance with us, sir.” | asked
the amount to be paid, and he named a sum,
88 | believe. | lald the sum in coin in his
open hand, but he remained so long motion-
less with his eye fixed upon the money that
I thought there might be some mistake and
asked if the sum was right. The question
roused him and he looked up, his eyes brim-
ming with tears, and said, ‘Pardon me, but
memory was busy as I saw this money,
which is the first reward of its kind that |
have ever received for my efforts to adapt
steam to nuvigation. I should be glad if
I were able to commemorate the occasion
with you over a bottle of wine, but I am too
poor. 1 trust we may meet again when
this will not be the case.’
“The voyage was successful, as every one
knows, and terminated without an aecci-

dent. Some years after (his when Fulton | Greeks, and they mvariably treated us .oy (wo-t
had a fleet of three boats piving regularly | well. ¢ 'They would put us off at the isl-|twenty years, woul

T belleve |

| used to get aboard the oyster luggers and their

to bear some responsibility for the step;

the precedent of our colored troops is
being continually urged by the advocates
in Paris. ‘These allege that since blacks
are capa of being raised to the same
degreas discipline as whites, as was
shown on American battlefields, they are
entitled to the same rights and considera-
tion in the universal usages of war. It is
possible of course that in the event of
a Furopean conflict the Germans would
refuse to recognise colored troops as
legitimate belligerents, but that refusal
could only lead to reprisals in kind too
terrible to be contemplated.

JAMBALAY A,

Whe Knows the Delights of the “King of
All Dishes’'?

To tae Evitor or Tar SBux—Sir: Ob-
serving a disposition on the part of various
correspondenta to discuss the merits and
the composition of that moderately delecta-
ble dish the “Irish stew.,” it has occurred
to me to ask whether and how many of the

that king of all dishes “jambalaya.” In
many respects it is like the famous Creole
“gombo filé.” but only in respect of the
difficulty, not to say impossibility, of get-
ting it at any restaurant, even the best,
To get gombo fllé in ita perfection you must
g0 to a private house. It Is too compli-
cated and too expensive for any well regu-~
lated restaurant. As regards jambalaya,
the rule holds good, only more so. You can
get it, so called, almost anywhere in New
Orleans, but seldom have I seen the real
thing. Ir the old days, away back in the
‘708, there were a chosen lot of us living on
Bavou Téche, Bayou Beeuf, and elsewhere
in the Attakapas district of Louisiana, who

go down to Belle Isle in Berwick's Bay,
eighty miles west of New Orleans, for pur-
poses of hunting. The commanders of
these lugwers were so-called [talians,
though I always thought they might be

between New York and Albany | met him  and and call for us on their return, and

He was seated in the cabin as [ | their. favorite

fodder was jambalaya,

came in and | saw him glance at me as [ | which they prepared in a sort of chafing

passed him,
up to me, crying, ‘I know it must be you,

Immedintely after he rushed | dish or casserole.

The component parts of
jambalaya, as they prepared it, were oyse

and although 1 am still far from rich | may | ters, rice, and the breasts of ducks, seasoned

venture that bottle of wine now!

ordered, and during its discussion he ran | pers, &c.
compare with the jambalaya of the Ber-
| wick's Bay oystermen. Maybe it was the

rapidly vet vividly over his experience of
the world’'s coldneas and sneers, and of the
hopes, fears and disappointments that were
scattered through his whole career of ex-
periment and discovery up to the very
point of his final crowning triumph.”

Deg Driving Doubts.
To TYHR Fouiror oF THR Sux - Sir: Touching
and concerning Dr. Cook and his discovery of the
north pole, | am interested In & statement made

by my friend who was present at the reception |

given yesterday (o the Arctic hero and who had
the pleasurs and the honor of grasping his hand.

My friend was astonished to find the doctor's
band quite soft, and knowing that the hands of
dog drivers In the Arcie reglons become bard
and denuded he immediately declared that the
good man had never reached the pole. Could
you inform me?

1 know that the police read a man’s trade from
the pecullarities of his hands. Perhaps if they
applied the Bertillon system they might find the
thumb prints upon the pole, and so all doubts
could be solved, Fowin W. GRITTRN,

Jumsey C1TY, September 22,

For Inquiring Landlabbers.

To T™ax Forron or THR Sun--Sir: Do you
know of any good reason why United States war-
ships, In & home port for exhibition only, should
not bear their names In letters big enough to be
read from shore on their sides? A canvas streamer
hung a few feet above the water lins would serve
the purpose and cost nearly nothing.

Probably a million persons wandered up and
down Riverside Drive Saturday and Sunday
wondering which of the big ships was which, and
asking policemen who couldn’t answer.

NEw YOomrk, September 25, R.W.J.

Job fer MeGowan.

To Tz Epiros oF THE SUN—Sir: Wil Tas
Sun, which looks out en the City Hall every day,
have the flagpoie alongeide the statue of Justice
removed? It takes away from the beauty of the
dome of the tower and adds no grace to the

statue, E.H.C,
Naw Yonx, September B

i 2

|

It was ' of course in their peculiar way, with pep-

[ have never tasted anything to

exposure and the salt air, but [ think not.

| think, in fact, that it is the finest dish and

the most wholesome ever set before mortal

man, PELICAN,
NEW ORLEANS, September 23.

The Pride of the Commuter,
To TR EDITOR Oor THE Sun—Sir:
your correspondence columns 1o-dey & communis
cation from Bloomfield. N. J. This pretiy little
hamlet, which one sees from the car windows on
the way to Montclalr, the terminal station, s
accessible from the latter city by & trolley which
runs All the way. It is said to be healthy and
beneficial to confirmed Insomnlacs. F.w.
MONTCLAIR, N, J., September 25,

-——

The High Road.
On, I'm happy on the high road of the aky -
All sate and unafraid ride I;
Here's no mile post or telegraph pole,
No dusenberry, ditch, or dog or hole—
The trees are left below,
Pedestrians also—
The pig and the wall,
The precipice and all
Are minus on the sky's high road!

Oh, I'm hap g on the high road of the sky—
No menacing men [ descry:
1t's farewell to the motor and the bike,
To any earth crawler you may lkes;
For here | may speed,
To slacken there’s no need,
For there's never a cop
To make a man stop
Speeding on the sky's high road!

Oh, I'm happy on the high road of the sky—
The deadly auto [ decry;
Here's no sudden curve or narrow lane
To threat or wreck my aeroplane;
So safely | Tare
Speeding through the alr;
There's nothing at all .
To deter me—but a fall-—
From circling the sky's high road!
MasTRa YoUwo.

the, colonidl possessions of | of

It was not to be supposed that the threat |

readers of THE Sux know anything about !

IN DEFENCE OF THE FARMER.

*
Does Not Fix the Prices of Products; His
Profits Are Small.

Torax Epiroror Tug Sun—8ir; Several
your “"esteemed contemperaries” and
TRE SUN iteel! have recently “lambasted”
the farmers for their wasteful methods and
heid them responsible for the high prices of

farm producta.

Iamuaota farmer, and may not be justified
in_speaking for working farmers, but 1 was
born ‘oo a farm, saw it from the inside,
worked on-the farm until I reached man-
hood, and some seventeen years later had
another tussle with the soil for fourteen

ars as fruit grower, gardener and chicken

reeder, and consequently I feel able to
write at least as learnedly on the subject as
those editors who never heard a rooster
crow—except a long way off -nor saw a
potato, except on a fork as it passed to the
place nature designed for potatoes to go to
and be useful,

Are farmers wasteful in their business?

o8, in many cases, possibly in most cases.
In the first place their farme are too large
for the capital invested and the skill used in
managing them. One-half or two-thirds of
the land sold at any price, or in some cases
wiven away, and the rest cultivated on the
“intensive” systean, and the owrer would
have more money and more credit. Shal-
low ploughing is a wasteful aystem; elabor-
ate fencing and pasturage near cities or
growing villages are wasteful; the neglect
to keep accounts of sales and purchases in-
volves waste; the needless exposure of farm
machinery and tools to the weather Is waste-
ful; and dairying is sure to involve waste
when the owner neglects to Aind out which

of his cows Tnn for her board and wclcl;

not. {o are other leaks, lots o
hem, which collectively are sure to keep a
armer out of the income he dmlou
he stops them, pract eternal vi ce

d ?bcn at 1 too short arn
:ﬁ tz?: armer L'I' =

kngv.
it is the routine fa r, the
hia farm just as his father d
and just as he was taught to do,
serves the censure of the press. His mind
s not opobm conviction or m" e
stands in t way of prom and brings
a is

n who runs
ore him
who de-

diseredit on his calling.

no other reason for his course than thal

ancestors followed that course he shows a

nqrr.t::mo-" m'ouynaulm‘to bring _him to

poverty If perseve n long enough.
Now as to p what has the farmer to

do with pricea?

cen. does it? It

&'nnobodi else makes the

always a m

how or where prices originate for
necessaries or luxuries. The

It is easy enou auction sales, but not
of that v oun{omllvotlun
e call the market. ‘grwu y it is not |b=
uﬂ demand govern prices, it is
said. }!t ways. Col do it some-
times. Sut if supply .'3'5:-.»1 ? ua
rule, why colnadn It might be inferr:
from complaints in the ne that
farmers are getting rich. If so, why
not the poor of the cities make a ~
for the country at once? It is said that they
lle .ttboou"&”“:t 'arm | '2:;
n b
cheap aad Tartners oula be Tehicd 12
men women,
;':oro;. the disabilities or‘oountry life &
shun them. Farming is ha work. It
used to be “from sun to sun” for all; now
for employees it is only ten hours, while

heip unreliable; hence
armer he can himself to econ-
and make both ends meet. He w:lo.r:

noes he often grows round s Idered
w ('ll. stoopin oworl' and too much of what

;.l.n dictionaries call “colloguialism” marks
"

h.

Suill the charge is that farm ueurn
8O hl‘hbl.hn farmers are ”tm. n-
deed! Did you ever see a farmer Am. a
million, half a million, or even a hundred
thousand dollars? Are. farmers’ sons en-
ticed o rouy orl‘a the "timﬂ!.x :g:‘ brll“ nt
n ea Wi r callin
33‘-.'3' f:t rnm.!h. 1«» do not shun hua
work when thd y in satisfactory. The
farm has one vantage for bright boys
that tells in city competition--they are
trained to economy and endurance, and if
determined to be rich by hook or by crook
they generally succeed. Farming has more
attractions Lth it had seventy years ago.
The social isolation is less; machinery has
largely supplanted hand labor: ks,
magazines and newspapers keep the farmer

his ohildren from mental stagnation,
and better clothes, better horses and other
live stock, with better vehicles and more
neighborly intercourse, make him more
presentable, In a word, he lives better,
and he deserves to; but as to getting rich
or getting vrlm that outrage the consumer
nonsense'! Many farm products sell much
as they %kl sixty or seventy y ARO.
Among are wheat, rye and corn.
Oats and buckwheat are higher. Butter,
eggs and mitk are higher, due to a greater
demand from & greater percentage of con-
sumers, The farmer who les milk in
city or vil probably does not net as
| much as he did fo rly because of greater
| care and cost in uction, Beef is higher,
rmaosia bork "storages- o MENEC
| INono " r v R
t.bou."?m'f. rought $0 4 hundred pounds,
'nn;lr from %6 n the later "40s.

b
to 88
farm products now average higher in

Lty i i g

Ny Taiher Spa G youns. T
and washing

with
. now it costs $I18 and often
| Ao TRiey vould vo hioed tor Roweqworh |
| viein: ocou Cl or
a dol A a week, sometimes less, bom%(n-
clu ; but she was not subject to caste
treatment and h?pnn the background. She
was a member of the family, ate at the same
table sat in the same pew at church,
Now neither nr'lvt‘.nor forol.r sOrvants
are to %grk:d nt ocount or love or
money. stigma attac to domestic
sorvice de the native from such work,
while the foreign born clings to the city at
"P rsonA Investt .hT dv.n':l.cn:'u t
® nvestin ox
te rf cent. unf h?liu are htpro!m:?.
{The farmer who netsthat interest from
| land above his living and
| a lucky man, a sort of rural i
| way Investors make it or the stock goes
ow par. Other stock companies make
{it, and often twice or thrice as much, but
‘there is no call on them to reduce prices.
| Printers and publishers maks it or n
Ba l:g muo
ream o
leo

business. nkers make it
| more, mry something else. m
| every iness man is to make that much
| at_least, and as much more as is possibi
Why, then, should not the farmer do it if
poseible, es) I‘y as h&bu-lu- mpgu
ovo{y hov‘ut call nr‘. and some wt 80 hon-
|est? A -0110 sho m? in th mnt{y.
hirds below the average for
bring on t
business deran, ent this count:
seen. Why, then, should the
roac it fortune favors h

year?
It ia all right to abuse the farmer f in
sins of ne| t, but not for prt:r 'N%LL
doea not fix, nor for the est profits
| which make farm life endurable.
i PHiLip SNYDRR,
| PovoHREEPsIE, September 25,

Smaller Farms in Virginia.

! From the Richmond Times-Dispateh.

| Virginla farmers are ceasing to dbe land poor
| and are becoming crop rich. They are seelng

worst
armer be
m in an

neglected and If they are
scale by insufficient labor

aver | ti

Some Interesting Fac(s About & Coming

tive. Halley's comet was
early as B, C. 11, and in the years
A.D.#8, A. D. 141, and at intervals of about
three-quarters of a century. To thecomet
was given the name of Halley because Ed-
mund Halley (1868-1742) had Mﬂlo_td that
it would reappear in 1780. Halley’s comet
was last seen in 1885-30 (August to May), so
it will be noted that it is mow time for
another reappearance.

Conounnommnolnnd'lnmuu:
‘the head of Halley's comet in pprox-
imated 357,000 miles. The head of another
comet, the comet of 1811, approximated
1,200,000 miles. The tails of comets are of
ocourse even of greater dimensions, 10,000,-
000 to 100,000,000 miles in length. Comets
have often an enormous thickness, esti-
mated at hundreds of thousands of nun;
Comets have what is known as a “period,
the time that elapses before their reap-
pearance. As has been sald, this period
is seventy-five to seventy-six vears in the
wase of Halley’s comet, while in the case of
Fncke’'s comet the period is about three
and one-third years.

RLEs Nsvars HoLuxs.
BosToN, Septem 5.

THE DESIRE FOR IMMORTALITY.

Better Annihliation Than Anether State
With the Past a Blank.

To rax EprTor or TR SBun~Sir: [ am
utterly unable to understand how &ny kind
of immortality which does not involve con~
tinuity of seif-consciousness, or memory of
what has preceded physical death, can be
regarded as anything but annihilation so far
as it is of any personal conseguence to the
individual; and that being the case it is im-
possible to perceive how it can be regarded
as either desirable or undesirable. If [ am
to awake to-morrow morning precisely the
same person in physical appearance, char-
acter, temperament and mentality that I am
to-day, but with the past blotted out, with
no knowledge of the relations I have estab-
lished with the world or the responsibilities
I have incurred, .y environment entirely

strange to me wad che consciousnoss of -
t rt ':vo n, to _return Ho
ot / onaider I "mknblo to being utterly

an ted.
l': might interest me as a ous ohjective
henomenon to know that t was & man
:hntlollly Iﬂo me living say in ioago,
but it nly would sive tisfac-
tion to hear on midut tha s man
was in good Ith and likely to fva many
more years: % on the t ryéb.’ immor-
tality without monsciousness tdentity is
denirable you ought in such W ﬂmm-
ing it possible, to fesl grati at having
an extra lease of life.
ily* | should feel mmuch hapnier
ter -%n of man was
syrviving me. As the subje -aim Heces-
aarily egotistically N sa
that so far as am able to analyze it
my own desire for immortality is dne to the
feeling that uniess something far better
than anything the world can proviae is |
store for me. and unless when it arri
nmn ze myself as the same '33
ho im
Ll

n
'or it to-day, then I am tg: vict

y clothes on six days and ill fit a x.
SIStRen 06 Tussare. e .'I:‘.on:'::‘l.l:..n’ k- |~ Al *: prokress of humanity, T am con.
cisty " to '.‘l’“‘r Vil an .:f A 80- | vin ~ has its foundation in the hallef or &

least in the mgnm»n of the possinility
immortality, Even the most sceptien! have
to admit that the evidence on one side is as
a8 that which can be bron'ni forward
for the other, and few if any 'Jders order
their lives on the assumption tnat there is
nothing after death, If there are any who
actually do this they conform to human law
and the moral code only in so far as it con-
duees to their own comfert, and ihey jogi-
cally ouit the world as soon as life ceases
to hold attractions for them. In short, if
thers is no immortality, postarity, if it aver
arrives at those heights of human perfee-
tion progress toward which, some sceptics
assert, should be reearded as ampls com-
pensation to the toiling millions that havoe
gone before. it will have reached thosa
heighta on the strength of a delusion nour-
ished thronah conntless ages, in the absence
of which the highest ideal of human exist-
ence would not higher thagp that
o(_!l_hc lowest ulnlnull. h . " b
o n vulgariy umanity =« Ave
been buncoed or will have bun itaalf
imto a state of perfeotion. If it is possible
to find consolation in the thoughs of -;w
posterity whose welfars we can never 8 b
al.muldol: not nlllo bo“po-‘h,h waep .
nine, not merely sen! ental, (a4 over
hardships and  tramedieq of (e ancien i
For my part h:t. ~o shoul

I am sure d

entirely unconcerned a are o

posterity did we not enjarta/n more or less

vaguely the belief that we will be consciaus

sharers or witnesses of {1 Nﬂ. H.
BrooxLyN, September 25

SPIRITUAL TRUTH,

Confusion of Terms Back of Differences
Ameng Theologians and Sclentists.

To Tar EpiTor or Tae Svx—Sir: Itis
strange that a man of the erudition of Gold-
win Smith should find dificulty in atcount-
ing for the postponement of the Redemptioa
and Incarnation. The history of the re-
ligions brought from the plateaus of Asia
shows that they are but preparatory for
higher thought. They all teach the idea
of recurring life as a means of spiritual
development through physical reincarnation
in higher or lower forms, according to the
just decree of nature. The Jewish people
only achieved in thought a direct relation
with God, but, as he says, their sole idea
of a hereafter was confined “to Sheol, an
abode of gloom,” that is, a place of walting.
Until nature had evolved its highest physi-

is | cal development of the spiritual it was

not ready for a supernatural enlargement.
This is acquired by a mental process freed
from physical restraint. When the in-
carnation took place the Jewish. people
had ceased to exist as a governing power.
Puallho;nenl is but the enforcement of the
we nature for anti-natu
e divielon of the Trinity m'ah“::?:"s'li
other Ptpoﬂl is but the creative, super-
and nstructive pow of

vely acting lndon:acnu’qw

o difficulties theologians aad aci

: oglans
perience in accepting ox::t nmﬂ)'v:
ulht‘n ue to the seeming contra:

in_the basis of their u nowl-
e. For instance, w they lpug f
the w thuau earth on whl:h
Tlou or which e form butis Snsll Sosien:
:I'o-thronlh astronomy. '::‘t :&"OM-

G

tura
, res|

n
, not | y
t the
tor fix:
u.,..‘t‘::..:!‘. T
single iv \u?"" t
dam as the first man

producing a perfect |

w

4

they mean the in nt

ear! -ﬁ ¢

o%ouhm"&o w :l‘n::. e:aﬁ

:: in b t.o"vor ing

ki i

;n‘:i..'ét o shame. oes
assume t

was made on this gl bo'f'

'o @ pl y.lon? torce-. ? nn?.‘ “ﬁgrgl‘u'p.m:
vidual, as

know she can uce a leas dllmc?

when the conditio 4 -

Adn: ll’ﬂ'r.lall It is pro!

ably true that on this earth

5, y ago ll\Jn t the white r
is :13: m;; the eﬂl‘drm of his nlt’au
er raced are of his concep-
creating; but first place
ere, it is barred to him and
ough it may no;rl':‘o to rac n
ug hhé'gnoqnhn. rough trt new
. the rist, we deserve ven or
| according te the in?w e in
which we fovorl our lives. For
X, ence attendant on the

e,

leq-‘ﬁ :pm{ual 5r\;‘t h.ifnsu respon-

e know ORN UNPHY.
‘apumbu . ¥

EW Yomk,
Leonia Brags.
TO ™R EDITOR OF THE SuN—8ir: Isn't this
doing pretty well for a little Jersey town?*
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“HALLEY'S CONEY. = |
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